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Fourth International TULE Conference 

University of Lausanne (Switzerland)

21-22 November 2025

Walking. Literary tourism step by step

Call for papers

After the first three international conferences held at the University for Foreigners in Perugia, Italy (November 2022), at the University of the Algarve, Portugal (September 2023) and in Matera-Aliano, Italy (October 2024), the Research Group in Literary Tourism (TULE)  (https://www.unistrapg.it/it/ricerca/ricerca/dipartimenti-e-centri/centro-sul-turismo-letterario-tule) is organising its fourth international conference at the University of Lausanne, Switzerland.

Walking. Literary tourism step by step

Humankind has always walked, but never as much as in recent years are we aware of this fact, perhaps because walking, so common in the past, is now a leisure activity, an act of will performed in the name of psycho-physical well-being or environmental protection. Walking is now a philosophy of life, an ethical practice, which determines our everyday life: from ten thousand daily steps to slow tourism. 

After three conferences dedicated to literary places, TULE proposes to discuss this form of slow tourism, reflecting on its objectives of promoting and preserving the territory through literature. For visitors to be able to walk - in the mountains, the city or the countryside - in the footsteps of writers and their characters, through places that have been visited and/or literary depicted, there is a need for collaboration between tourism studies and literary research. 



We welcome submissions addressing, but not limited to, the following topics:
· Case studies of literary tourism and walking
· Territorial walking literary tourism projects 
· Innovative projects to promote literary sites visited and/or depicted by writers from ancient times to the modern-day
· The corpus for literary tourism concerning the theme of walking
· The development of tools for literary walks: literary guides, literary itineraries, and applications, amongst others
· The relationship between walking and literary research
· Walking and literary education: school trips, literary retreats and creative writing, amongst others
· Literary tourism and slow tourism

The theme of literary tourism should be at the heart of the presentations, whether it is a tourism topic that already exists (in which case it will be necessary to document it, including quantitative data) or a proposal to enhance and promote literary destinations.

Languages of the proposals and presentations: Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese and English
Length of the presentation: 20-25 minutes
Publication opportunities: After a blind review process conducted by the Scientific Committee, manuscripts may be published in an open-access book by Perugia Stranieri University Press.
Proposals must be sent to centrotule@unistrapg.it  before 15 March 2025.
The organisers will send a decision before 1 April 2025.

In order to participate in the conference, a registration fee of CHF 100 (payment deadline 20 June 2025) or CHF 150 (late registration, after 20 June 2025) is required after acceptance of the proposal. This fee includes the two lunches, coffee breaks, the certificate of attendance and the publication, which is subject to peer approval.

The proposals must contain:
- a brief curriculum vitae of the author of the proposal (100 words maximum),
- a title 
- an abstract of the presentation (300 words maximum)
(Doctoral students must also send their proposal signed by their supervisor).

The Scientific Committee: 
Lorenzo Bagnoli (Università di Milano-Bicocca, Italy)
Giovanni Capecchi (Università per Stranieri di Perugia, Italy), TULE Director
Rita Capurro (Università di Milano-Bicocca, Italy)
Yannick Gouchan (University of Aix-Marseille, France)
Toni Marino (Università per Stranieri di Perugia, Italy)
Matteo M. Pedroni (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)
Jordi Arcos Pumarola (CETT - University of Barcelona, Spain)
Roberto Ubbidiente (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany)
Rita Salomé Varela Andrade Rodrigues Baleiro (University of the Algarve, CiTUR, Portugal)
Walter Zidaric (University of Nantes, France).

Partners of the TULE Centre are:
Aixois Centre for Romance Studies (CAER) of the University of Aix-Marseille,
Centre for Tourism Research, Development and Innovation (CiTUR),
Uniser Pistoia Foundation,
Margherita Foundation for Italian Culture in Sion.
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