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PROFESSIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC EXPERIENCES 
 
2018-2020                  Research Associate in Labour Studies and Technological Innovation 
           Giangiacomo Feltrinelli Foundation, Milan 
 
2017-2018                  Research Assistant 
                                   Department of  Sociology and Political Sciences, Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence 
                                   Project CRY_OUT – Critical Young Europeans 
                                   Funded by Italian Ministry of  Education and Research (MIUR) 
 
2017                       Visiting Scholar at Urban Democracy Lab, 
                                   Department of  Sociology, New York University 

 
2016-[current]           Member of  the Editorial Board of  Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates 
 
2014-15                      Assistant for the book edition Hobbes and the Social Theory of  Recognition (Ed. Laterza) 
                                   Project Director: Alessandro Pizzorno (Emeritus Professor, EUI, Florence) 
 
2013                           Research Assistant for the project Mobilizations against the Chemical Risk in France and Italy 
                                   University of  Toulouse 3 / Institut pour une culture de la Sécurité Industrielle (ICSI) 
                                
2012-13                      Teaching Assistant in Sociological Theory 
           Department of  Sociology, University of  Trento 
 
2008-09                      Co-direction of  the survey The Socio-Economic Condition of  the Students in Trento 
                                   Sample composed of  4 174 students enrolled at the University of  Trento 
                                   Council of  Trento and University of  Trento 

 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES 
              
2015-2018                   PhD Representative for the PhD Selection Process 
                                    (Italian Grants, 2015; 2016; 2017; 2018; French Grants, 2017) 
                                    European University Institute, Florence 
 
2014                            Secretary at the Consensus Conference SURPrise – Surveillance, Privacy, Security 
                                    European project – 7th Research Framework Programme, Palazzo degli Affari,Florence 
                                    Direction Prof. Martin Scheinin, (Law Department, EUI) 
 
2006-2009                   President of  the Cultural Organization Universitando, Trento 
                                    Management of  cultural and scientific events (yearly budget: 40 000 EUR) 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Monographs 
 
2020 (forthcoming)     CHESTA, R.E.,  

         Contentious Politics of  Expertise. Experts, Activists and Grassroots Environmentalism 
            London: Routledge 
 
Journal Articles 
 
2019            CHESTA, R.E., ZAMPONI, L., CACIAGLI, C., Labour Activism and Social movement  

Unionism in the Gig Economy: Food Delivery Workers’ Struggles in Italy  
in Partecipazione & Conflitto, 12 (3) 
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2019           CHESTA, R.E., Conoscere, riconoscere, spiegare.Attualità della sociologia di   Alessandro Pizzorno 
           in Società, Mutamento, Politica. Rivista Italiana di Sociologia, Vol.10, No 20 
 
2019                           CHESTA, R.E., Essay-Review on BAIOCCHI, G., We the Sovereign, Polity Press, 2018 
           in European Journal of  Cultural and Political Sociology, vol. 6 / issue 2 
 
2019                       CARUSO, L., CHESTA, R.E., CINI, L., Le Nuove Mobilitazioni dei Lavoratori nel        

Capitalismo Digitale: una Comparazione tra i Ciclo-Fattorini della Consegna di Cibo e i Corrieri di 
Amazon nel Caso Italiano in Economia e Società Regionale, XXVI (1)            

 
2019              CHESTA, R.E., The Modern Prince and The Sociological Imagination.  

         A conversation with Michael Burawoy, 
         in Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates, 1/2019 

 
2018           CHESTA, R.E., Sociology and Its Public. A Conversation with Craig Calhoun, 
           in Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates, 1/2018 
 
2017                           CHESTA, R.E., Stranger in His Own Land. Gramsci and Italian Sociology 
                                   in Global Dialogue. Magazine of  the International Sociological Association,  issue 3/ vol. 7 
 
2016                           CHESTA, R.E., Critique and Crisis in Social Sciences. A Conversation with Wolfgang Streeck 
                                   in Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates, 3/2016 
                                  
2016                           CHESTA, R.E., Between Science and Literature. Luciano Gallino and the Culture of  Italian 
                                   Sociology, in Studi Culturali, n.1 
                                  
2014                           CHESTA, R.E., CRIVELLARI, P., SANTANA-BUCIO, Civic Mobilizations against    

         Major Risks in France and Italy in Power and Industrial Risks. Toward a New Arbitrage? 
                                   Fondation Pour Une culture De La Sécurité Industrielle de Toulouse 
 
Book Chapters 
 
2019                           CHESTA, R.E., VITALE, T., Ancora «Motore della Storia?» Il Ritorno delle Classi Popolari  

nella Sociologia Contemporanea in Popolo Chi? Classi Popolari, Periferie e Politica in Italia,  
Ediesse, Rome 

 
2019            CHESTA, R.E., Kaizen. Toyotismo e Fattore Umano oltre il Determinismo Tecnologico in 
           FRASCATI, P., (ed.by) Le Eredità delle Crisi, Quaderni 31, Fondazione Feltrinelli, Milan  
 
2018                           CHESTA, R.E., Classic of  Political Epistemology? On “A Worker’s Inquiry” by Karl Marx  
                                   Utopie/HistoryBox, Fondazione Feltrinelli, Milan 
 
Book Reviews 
 
2018           CHESTA, R.E., Review of 
           PACEWICZ,  J. Partisans and Partners. The Politics of  the Post-Keynesian Society 
           Chicago, The University of  Chicago Press, 2016 
           in Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates n.1/2018 
 
2016                           CHESTA, R.E., Review of 
                                   DIANI, M., The Cement of  Civil Society. Studying Networks in Localities, 
                                   Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2015 
                                   in Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates, n.2/2016 
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Direction of  Journal Sections 
 
           
2019                          Organizer and Editor of  the Symposium for the Focus Section 1/2019  

        Philippe Schmitter, The Vices and Virtues of Populism,  
        With Replies by Gianpaolo Baiocchi, Zsolt Enyedi, Stephen Holmes, Zoe Lefkofridi,     
        Takis Pappas in Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates, n.1 / 2019 

 
2018          Editor with Dario Minervini of  the Focus Section 3/2018 
          Vincenzo Romania, Pragmatism, Religion and Ethics: A Review Essay 
          In Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates, n.3 / 2018 
 
Scientific Translations 
 
2012                           Pierre Bourdieu, Capitale Simbolico e Classe Sociale, 
                                   in Polis. Research and studies on Italian society and politics, n. 3, 2012 
                                   (Italian Translation from English and French) 
 
Direction and Design of  Surveys 
 
2010                           CHESTA, R.E., FERNANDEZ, A., (ed.by)                                    

         The Student Condition in Trento. A Socio-Economic Inquiry around the University and the Territory, 
                                   Trentino Province Council, Trento, 2010 
                                   (Survey Sample: 4 147 students enrolled at the university of  Trento)  
 
 
WORK(S) IN PROGRESS 
 
2020                          Organizer and Editor of  the Symposium for the Focus Section           

        Matteo Gaddi, Working Conditions within Fiat-Chrysler plants 
          With Replies by Guglielmo Meardi, Adam Mrozowicki, Valeria Pulignano, Paul Stewart 

        In Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates, n.2/2020 
 
2020                          CHESTA, R.E., CRIVELLARI, P., Chemical Risk and The Politics of  Expertise. 
                                  Social Actors and Knowledge production in Industrial Areas, [journal article] 
 
2020                          CHESTA, R.E., Cycle of  Contention, Critical Expertise and Working-Class Environmentalism in  

        Porto Marghera (journal article in special issue) 
 
2020                          CHESTA, R.E., LEFKOFRIDI, Z., Symbolic Gestures in Contemporary Protest Movements  

        in BETTEL, F. et al., Throwing Gestures. The Entanglement between Gestures, Media and Politics,  
            VfMK - Verlag für Moderne Kunst, Vienna [forthcoming)  
            Project financed by the Volkswagen Stiftung 

          https://gesture-media-politics.de/workshop/symposium/?lang=en 
 
 
OTHER NON-PEER REVIEW PUBLICATIONS 
 
2018-2019                 http://fondazionefeltrinelli.it/search/chesta/ 
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TEACHING QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
 

Training 
 
2015                           EUI Teaching Certificate for Higher Education  

         European University Institute, Florence 
 
Teaching Assistance 
 
2012-13                      Sociological Theory 
                                   Department of  Sociology 
                                   University of  Trento 
 
Modules Taught (Undergraduate Level) 
 
2012-13                      Lecturer for the 20h Module in Classical Sociological Theory 
                                   Department of  Sociology, University of  Trento 
 
Modules Taught (Master Level) 
 
2019, 2020                 Lecturer in Industry 4.0, Digital Capitalism and the New Workers Movements 
                                   20h Module, Department of  Political Sciences and Sociology 
                                   Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence 
 
2019                           Lecturer in Ethnographic Methods and Qualitative Research 
                                   8h Module, Department of  Political Sciences and Sociology 
                                   University for Foreign Students, Perugia 
 
2016                           Lecturer in Introduction to Comparative Politics 
                                   4h Module: Social and Political Movements 
                                   Department of  Political and Social Sciences, University of  Salzburg                           
                                   Direction: Dr. Zoe Lefkofridi 
                                                                                                                                
2015                           Lecturer for the session Social Movements Theories 
                                   2h Seminar Key Concepts & Researches in Social and Political Sciences 
                                   European University Institute, Florence 
                                   Direction: Dr. Zoe Lefkofridi (Max Weber Fellow, EUI) 
                                                          
2013-14                      Lecturer for the 24h course Sociology of  War 
                                   University of  Trento (chaired by prof. Enzo Rutigliano) 
 
Supervision 
 
2017-19                      Peer-Supervision for early-stage PhD Thesis Projects 
                                   Department of  Political Sciences and Sociology 
                                   Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence 
 
2016-17                      Peer-Supervision for early-stage Phd Thesis Projects 
                                   Department of  Social and Political Sciences 
                                   European University Institute, Florence 
 
2015-16                      Co-Supervisor for Bachelor Dissertations in Sociological Theory 
                                   Department of  Social and Political Sciences, University for Foreign Students, Perugia 
 



 5 

Lectures, Seminars and Workshops Convened 
 
2018                            Discussant for the Lecture A Polanyian Theory of  Social Movements 
                                    Speaker: Michael Burawoy (University of  California, Berkeley) 
                                    COSMOS Talk, Department of  Sociology and Political Sciences 
                                    Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence 
 
2017                            Discussant for the Lecture How to Be an Anti-Capitalists in the XIX Century 
                                    Speaker: Erik Olin Wright (University of  Winsconsin, Madison) 
                                    COSMOS Talk, Department of  Sociology and Political Sciences 
                                    Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence 
 
2017                            Paper Presentation Foreigner at Home. The Missing Link Between Gramsci and Italian Sociology 
                                    Intellectual History Working Group, Department of  History and Civilization 
                                    Villa Salviati, European University Institute, Florence 
 
2017                            Lecturer for the Methodological class 
                                    Corpus et Anima. Interviewing as Researching with Living Sources 
                                    Lyon-Florence Masterclass 'Exploring Corpus in History and Social Sciences' 
                                    In collaboration with the Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon 
                                 Department of  Human Sciences 
                                    Special Guest: Daniel Roche (College de France) 
                                 
2017                            Paper Contribution New Environmentalism and The Politics of  Expertise 
                                    Cosmos Share – Department of  Sociology and Political Sciences 
                                    Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence 
 
2015                            Discussant for the panel Environmental Politics and Expertise 
                                    Workshop: What (good) are Science and Technology Studies for History and Social Sciences? 
                                    European University Institute, Florence 
                                    Direction: Prof. Stéphane Van Damme (European University Institute, Florence) 
                                                         Dr. Nida Ahlamad (New York School of  Social Sciences) 
 
Peer Reviewing for Scientific Journals and Reviews 
 
2017-19                       Section Leader and Reviewer 
                                    (in collaboration with Dario Minervini, University of  Napoli Federico II) 
                                    for the section Focus in Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debates 
                                    
2016-17                       Anonymous Peer Reviewer for Partecipazione&Conflitto 
                                     
 
CONFERENCES & SCIENTIFIC EVENTS ORGANIZED 
 
2020   (to be done)       2020 Expert Workshop of  the Club of  Florence 
            Global and Regional Employment Effects of  Automation, AI and Robotics in Supply Chains 
            COSMOS - Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence, 26-27 March 
            With Prof. Caroline Ruiner (Uni Trier), Prof. Matthias Klummp (Uni Göttingen) 
 
2017                            Organization of  the Workshop Social Sequences Analysis 
                                    16-19 May 2017 Department of  Social and Political Sciences 
                                    European University Institute, Florence 
                                    with the participation of 
                                    Prof. Philippe Blanchard (Warwick University) 
                                    Dr. Lara Monticelli (Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence) 
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2014                          Organization of  the EUI Colloquium 
                                  The Transnational University and Its Possible Futures 
                                  Wednesday 22 October 2014, Badia Fiesolana 
                                  with Prof. Zygmunt Bauman (University of  Leeds) 
                                  Prof. Joseph H.H. Weiler (President of  the EUI) 
                                  Prof. Rainer Baubock (EUI Dean of  Graduate Studies) 
                                  Prof. Ann Thompson  (Professor of  Intellectual History, EUI) 
 
2014                          Organization of  the Researchers Seminar 
                                  The Sociology of  Zygmunt Bauman and Its Legacy 

                           Tuesday, 21 October 2014, Villa Schifanoia 
                           European University Institute, Florence 
                           with the participation of  Zygmunt Bauman (University of  Leeds) 

 
SCIENTIFIC PARTICIPATIONS 
 
2020   (to be done)    Paper Contribution Between Algorythms and Worker Contention: The Amazon Drivers in Milan, 

    In Disrupting Technology: Contextualising Continuity and Change in Technology, Work and Employment      
       16-17 January, Centre for Employment Relations Innovation and Change,  
        University of Leeds 
 

2019                          Paper Contribution Recognition, Collective Action and Labor Mobilization.  
    A Comparison of  Food-Delivery Riders and   Amazon Drivers 
    International Congress in Memory of  Alessandro Pizzorno 
    State University of  Milan, 19-20 November 
    Organizers: Marino Regini (State University of  Milan), Salvatore Veca (IUSS Pavia) 

      
2019                          Paper Contribution Fields or Networks? How to Define Legitimate Expertise in Contentious Politics 
    Conference Doing Research with Bourdieu. Tools, Applications, Problems, Comparisons  
    Organized by «Rete Bourdieu», 15 November, University of  Bologna 
 
2019                           Paper Contribution Top-Down Toyotism and Social Movement Unionism: the case of  Fiat-Chrysler 
    14th Conference of  the European Sociological Association, Manchester 
    Research Stream N17 – Work, Employment and Industrial Relations  
 
2019    Cambridge Data School - Digital Methods 
    CRASSH – Centre for Research on the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities 
     University of  Cambridge, 2-6 June   
 
2019    Paper Contribution Contentious Expertise and Working-Class Environmentalism 
    Toxic Expertise Workshop, 30-31 May 
    Department of  Sociology - University of  Warwick  
  
2017                          Paper Contribution Lineages of  the People: 

                             Embedded and transregional histories of  contemporary populism 
                             International Workshop, Social Science Research Council (InterAsia Program), NYC 
                             August 17-18, University of  Göttingen, Germany 
                             Organizers: Srirupa Roy (Göttingen);Paula Chakravartty&Gianpaolo Baiocchi (NYU) 

                                  
2017                          Paper Contribution Speaking truth to society? 

     Experts, Activists and Citizens in local mobilization against big infrastructural projects 
                             13th Conference of  the European Sociological Association, Athens 
                             Research Stream N12 – Sociology of  Knowledge 
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2017                          Paper Contribution A Marshall Plan for the Italian Social Sciences. 
                               The Americanization of  Sociological Field in Italy (1945-1961)    
                               13th Conference of  the European Sociological Association, Athens 
                               Research Network N32 – Political Sociology 

 
2017                          Paper Contribution Contentious Politics by other means. 
                                  Activism and Expertise in Environmental Mobilizations 
                                  NY/LON Workshop, Institute For Public Knowledge, New York 
                                  Department of  Sociology, New York University 
 
2016                          Invited Lecture Grassroots Environmentalism and Contentious Politics of  Expertise in Italy 
                                  Observa – Science in Society Research Center, Vicenza 
 
2015                          Invited Talk at the conference Sociology as Profession. Luciano Gallino and Its Legacy 
                                  Guest Speaker at the Department of  Sociology and Social Research, Trento 
                                  with Mario Diani (Head of  Department), Paolo Ceri (University of  Turin) 
                                  Enzo Rutigliano (University of  Trento), Antonio Schizzerotto (University of  Trento) 
                       
2015                          Paper Contribution: How many colors does the green contain? 
                                  Cognitive work and cultural change in the environmental movement 
                                  12th Conference of  the European Sociological Association, Prague 
                                  Research Network RN25 – Social Movements 
 
2014                          Summer School Methods in Social Sciences and Humanities Studies, Nice (France)   
                                  financed by the European Project INTERCO-SSH 
                                  7th Research Framework Program and the LabEx TEPSIS 
 
 
PUBLIC DISSEMINATION 
 
2018                           Moderator for Karl Marx’s Critique of  Political Economy 
           Conference at MACRO Museum, Rome 
           With Sandro Mezzadra, Carlo Vercellone, Laura Pennacchi, Donatella Di Cesare 
           Organized by Lelio Basso, Di Vittorio, Friedrich Ebert, Feltrinelli, Gramsci Foundations 
 
2018           Invited Talk Environment at Risk: Florence, Venice, Rome 
           «Quinto Alto» Association, Gabinetto Vieusseux, Palazzo Strozzi, Florence 
           Discussant with Ilaria Agostini (Professor of  Urban Planning, University of  Bologna) 
           Carlo Cellamare (Professor of  Environmental Engineering, University of  Rome) 
 
2018                           Invited Talk 50 Years After 1968: Reimagining the City 
           Round Table at the French Institute, Florence 
           Discussant with Stefano Boeri (Architecht and Urban Planner, Boeri Architetti), 
           Jean-Louis Missika (Commissioner for Urban Planning, city of  Paris 
 
2016                           Invited Talk Citizens' Participation and the Flood in Florence (1966-2016) 
                                   Public Lecture and Debate at the citizens assembly of L'Isolotto, Florence 
 
2016                           Invited Talk Precarious Work 
                                   Seminar Cycle Understanding the present 
                                   Funded by Umbria Region, University of  Perugia, Perugia 
                                   Discussant with Andrea Fumagalli (Economist, University of  Pavia) 
                                   Mario Bravi (Trade Unionist, CGIL, Fondazione Di Vittorio) 
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GRANTS & AWARDS 
 
2019    Grant for the Participation to the Cambridge Data School - Digital Methods 
    CRASSH – Centre for Research on the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities 
                 University of  Cambridge, 2-6 June   
 
2018-2020                 Post-Doctoral Grant The Social Consequences of  Industry 4.0 and Digital Capitalism 

        funded by European Social Fund, Scuola Normale Superiore, Region of  Tuscany 
 
2018                           Project CRY_OUT – Critical Young Europeans 
                                   Funded by Italian Ministry of  Education and Research (MIUR) 
                                    
2017                           Funding for Paper Presentation at the International Workshop 
                                   Lineages of  the People. Embedded and Transregional histories of  contemporary populism 
                                   awarded by the Social Sciences Research Council, New York, US 
 
2017                           Mission Funding for the Scientific Participation at the ESA 2017 in Athens 
                                   awarded by the Department of  Political and Social Sciences, EUI – Florence 
 
2017                           Grant for the organization of  the Workshop Social Sequence Analysis 
                                   awarded by the Department of  Social and Political Sciences, EUI – Florence 
 
2016                           Mission Funding for Research Exchange at New York University 
                                   awarded by the Department of  Political and Social Sciences, EUI – Florence 
 
2013                           4-Years Scholarship, Department of  Political and Social Sciences 
                                   European University Institute, Florence – Italian Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
 
2013                           3-Years Scholarship, Graduate School of  Political and Social Sciences 
                                   University of  Edinburgh, (Refused) 
 
2013                           3-Years Granted Scottish DTC – ESRC Studentship 
                                   University of  Edinburgh, (Refused) 
 
2011-12                      Award for Student Merit by University of  Trento 
 
2010-11                      Yearly Grant Master Ile-de-France for International Students in Paris 

         Funded by Ile-de France Regional Council – Research & Innovation Section, Paris 
 
2008-09                      1-Year Erasmus Scholarship, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris 
 
2008-09                      10 Months LLP-Erasmus Scholarship, Humboldt University Berlin, (Refused) 
 
2008-09                      10 Months LLP-Erasmus Scholarship, University of  Creta (Greece), (Refused) 
 
2007-8                        Price for Student Merit by University of  Trento 
 
2005-2008                  Grant for the Right to Study (Social Condition), Opera Universitaria, Trento 
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PROFESSIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC MEMBERSHIPS 
 

2019                           Member of  the Labour Politics Group 
 Scuola Normale Superiore / European University Institute, Florence 
 
2017-(...)                     Member of  the ASA – American Sociological Association 
                                   Sections: Theory; Methodology; Collective Behavior/Social Movements; 
                                   Science, Knowledge, Technology 
                                                  
2016-(...)                     Member of  the Editorial Board of  Sociologica. International Journal for Sociological Debate 
                                   Edited by «Il Mulino», Bologna 
                                   Director: David Stark (Columbia University, New York) 
 
2015-(...)                     Member of  the ESA – European Sociological Association 
                                   Research Networks on Social Theory (RN29) 
                                   Social Movements (RN25), Political Sociology (N32) 
 
2013-(...)                     Member of  COSMOS – Centre of  Social Movement Studies 
                                   Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence 
                                   Director: Prof. Donatella Della Porta (Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence) 
 
2013-(...)                     Member of  OBSERVA – Science in Society Research Center, Vicenza 
                                   Director: Prof. Massimiano Bucchi (University of  Trento) 
 
PUBLIC MEMBERSHIPS 
 
2019                           Member of  the Editorial Board for the journal Officina PrimoMaggio, Milan 
 
2017 - (…)                  Member of  the National Public Research Network Il Cantiere delle Idee 
 
2015 - (…)                  Editorialist for the online platform Eui Times Blog, at the EUI, Florence 
 
2012 - 17                    Collaborator for the online newspaper LeNius, Milan              
                                                         
PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

 
Language 
 
Italian (Mother Tongue); English (Proficiency) French (Proficiency); German (Advanced) Spanish (Proficiency) 
 
Computer 
 
ECDL (European Computer Driving Licence); Windows; Linux; Mac 

 
METHODS AND TECHNIQUES 

 
Quantitative 
 
Multivariate Analysis; Social Sequence Analysis; Structured Questionnaires; Protest Survey 
 
Qualitative 
 
Semi-Structured and In-Depth Interview; Telephonic Interview (CATI); Participant Observation and 
Ethnography; Abductive and Grounded Theory; Archival Research 




